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BOOK REVIEWS. 435 

'97. — Benjamin I. Spock has removed his law office from 153 Church 
Street, to the Law Chambers, 179 Church Street, New Haven. 

'98. — Samuel Peterson has been advanced from Instructor to Assistant 
Professor of Political and Social Science in the University of North Dakota. 

'99. — Clarence A. Alexander has been appointed Private Secretary to 
Alfred G. Vanderbilt of New York. 

'99. — In the recent New Haven City election, Samuel Hoyt was elected 
a Selectman on the Republican ticket. 

'99. — George W. Skinner, Jr., has taken a half interest in the John S. 
Worthington Co., iron and steel merchants, 1528 Wayne street, Denver, Col. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 

American Bar Association. Transactions of the Twenty-Fourth Annual 
Meeting. Dando Printing and Publishing Co., Philadelphia. 
Besides the minutes of the meeting and a list of the officers and members, 
there is an appendix, which contains a most able address by the President of 
the Bar Association, Edmund Wetmore, Esq. In this address he touches 
upon some of the most important legal questions of the day and discusses 
the more noteworthy changes in statutory law. Following this is an address by 
Charles E. Littlefield, Esq., on the "Insular Cases." He discusses his subject 
in a scholarly and comprehensive manner. In addition to these are addresses 
by prominent lawyers from different parts of the country. The reports of the 
several committees are also included. o. a. d. 

American Electrical Cases. Ed. by William W. Morrill. Vol. VII. 1897- 

1901. Albany : Matthew Bender, 1902. pp. 940. 

The value of any book must be measured in some degree, at least, by the 
importance and the interest of the subject with which it deals. The cases 
here collected deal with an agent of essentially modern times. It was only 
some fifty years ago that the electro-magnetic telegraph was put in successful 
operation, while the age of the telephone, the electric light and the electric 
railroad is scarcely half that. And yet in this comparatively short time, 
these and other practical uses of electricity have become a subject of the 
greatest possible importance and interest not only to the world of business 
and of commerce but to the legal profession as well. Especially is this true 
of the United States; The capital invested to-day in the United States in 
telegraphy is over $250,000,000, in telephony $300,000,000, in electric light- 
ing $1,200,000,000, in electric railroads $1,800,000,000, the grand total of all 
such investments reaching the enormous sum of $3,975,000,000. As compared 
to Europe in 1900, the total electrical capacity available for all purposes in 
the United States was 2,000,000 kilowatts, while that of the former was 
550,000. The significance of these figures is more apparent when it is re- 
membered that our population is only about 70,000,000 while that of Europe 
is 350,000,000. Such figures as these are a fair indication of the tremendous 
importance of the subject here dealt with. And great as these industries have 
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become, the development of various electrical enterprises is but in its infancy. 
From 1891 to 1900 the electric railroads increased from 2,000 to 18,000 miles, 
which is only symbolic of what may be fairly expected in the future of elec- 
trical development in general. 

Along with the development of this new agent, a great deal of litiga- 
tion has necessarily arisen, the legal questions in many cases being novel and 
intricate. This volume brings the compilation of those cases down to date. 
Including as it does all the important decisions on these various subjects 
in the United States, it is a valuable book for convenient reference, espec- 
ially as the index is complete and accurate. In this seventh volume are to 
be found the latest decisions on such live questions as the municipal control 
of street user by electrical companies, including the power to exact com- 
pensation for such user, while the non-commercial but very practical use 
of electricity in electrocution is also treated in one of the cases. G. H. b. 

Annotated Negotiable Instruments Law- Second edition. By John J. 

Crawford. Sixth volume, 149 pp. Buckram. Baker, Voorhis & Co., 

New York. 

At the time the first edition appeared, but four states had incorporated 
the Negotiable Instruments Act in their laws. Since then it has been ac- 
cepted by twelve more states and the District of Columbia. While follow- 
ing the original draft in the main, the various acts, as passed, differ in some 
minor points which are noted in this edition, in a manner which will be of 
much assistance in distinguishing the applicability of the decisions of one 
state, to questions rising in another. The change effected in the earlier law 
of the states is pointed out. To the excellent selection of cases appearing in 
the first edition, the few cases which have arisen under the act are added. 
The numerous valuable features of this work make it a desirable volume 
wherever the act has been adopted. !•• p. p. 

Attachments, Garnishments, and Executions. By John R. Rood. Geo. Wahr, 

Ann Arbor, Mich. Cloth, 549 pp. 

As the author explains in the preface, the present work is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but is sufficiently complete to give the careful student a good 
general knowledge of the subject. 

The book is divided into two parts, the text, and a collection of cases 
bearing on the subject. This is the same arrangement as in the well known 
work on Insurance by Mr. Richards. 

Owing to the nature of the book, the author has abstained from giving 
too many citations, except on important points. But in all cases reference is 
made to some more exhaustive work where a full exposition may be had. The 
various sub-divisions are in large type, a feature which is of great advan- 
tage to the practicing lawyer. 

The index is more than usually complete and on the whole the book is 
a decided acquisition to the literature on this subject. o. A. d. 

Bailments and Carriers. By Philip T. Van Zile, LL.D. Callaghan & Com- 
pany, Chicago, 1902. pp. 785. 
Probably no legal subject has been more affected by the great increase 

in the volume of business of recent years than that of bailments. The devel- 



